Letter to the Senator
	PLS 2010 – two part project – 200 points



	Introduction to the Assignment

Let’s write a letter to one of senators in Washington DC. The letter has to be constitutional and about a federal issue.

The project has 2 parts

Group collaboration – Brainstorming: Get together on following this link https://stormboard.com/invite/1547643/settle46 with your peers from the same major. If you are undeclared, join others who are undeclared. Each group should be minimum 2 people and maximum 5. If there are more than 5 students from the same major we will have more groups. Discuss among yourselves ideas about what can be changed in your area of regularization, laws, bylaws. What can be introduced? 80 points
Submission of paper on canvas- deadline on syllabus. 120 points of the project grade. 
First step is to think about an issue (IDEALLY) from your own major, what bothers you? What can be changed? What should be changed? Why do you demand change? Your letter can ask for a change of an existing law, introduce a new law, or abolish an existing law that has become obsolete.  
Next is to share it with others in your group. You can have the same idea with another group mate. That is perfectly fine.




	Why are we doing this? 

We want to connect our learning to real life.

Politics affect the choices available to us.

Politics affect our majors.

We want to be able to show we can express our demands verbally as well as in formal written language.

We want to learn how to make formal demands using our democratic rights.


	What will you, as a student, get out of it?
You will learn how to write a formal letter.

You will interact with other classmates and peers from your major.

You will learn how to demand political change.

You will practice how to conceptualize issues, pinpoint problems, design solutions.

Remember complaining is easy. We all would love a “better education system.” Is there anyone that would not like to see a “better health care program” but how? This is the crux of the assignment. Politics is about knowing what you want.
You will learn how politics affect your major field as well as your life overall.



	What are you supposed to do?  How to do this assignment:

1- Think about a matter that bothers you from your own major. If you are a first year student, this is a good time to start thinking about issues that concern your major.

2- Skim through the book to see how issues are problematized.

3- Make sure your demands (for revision, change or omission) are constitutional and federal. For example, CA freeway problems or CA draught are crucial matters but they should be dealt with in Sacramento rather than the Hill. Also, banning slangs in rap songs may be a charming idea for some, but it goes against the 1st Amendment.

4- Once you find an issue to make a change, please start reading about it. Decreasing legal drinking age to 18 may be your wish but what kind of public good does this new legislation provide? Our political demands can be met better if they are generating public good.

5- While reading about the issue make sure you are looking at the current laws and legislation that covers the matter. We cannot ask for a law that is already in place.

6- Now that you have an idea, it is time to think about evidence. Finding evidence to back your arguments is all you need. 

7- Get on stormboard https://stormboard.com/invite/1547643/settle46 and join your friends from your major to exchange ideas. Each member must contribute before Sept 20, 2021.

8- Present your stormboard to the class as a group on Oct 3, 2021.

9- Pick one of the ideas and write your letter.



	

	How do you know if your work is good?
For the group presentation:

1- Be clear. Be precise. Be straightforward. Provide one evidence related to the proposed policy result.

2- Read stormboard contributions and provide brief explanations
3- Sum up how the group collaboration process worked for you and your results.
4- Show up and present.

This is a one-page letter. Make it so that you will enjoy reading it if you were the senator. Make it so that is simple, straight-forward and clear. 
So the reader should understand

1- What is it that you ask for?

2- Why do you ask for this?

3- What is your evidence? Here the evidence should back your proposed change. For example, if the change had taken place in another country, then we can use that data and claim the potential benefits. 

4- The letter abides by the academic honesty rules. That you are citing all your resources.

5- There are no footnotes, or web addresses but you are utilizing hyperlinks.

6- Your finished letter looks like an official letter.
7- You have submitted it on the blackboard before the deadline.


	 Project Goals 

The main purpose is for you to reflect about your field, and think if you had a magic wand and could change a law what would you do? How would you provide better public goods, services in your field? Are there rules and regulations that are obsolete? Can you propose a reform? The arguments will have to be backed by evidence and this will help you see a part of your field better. 

Connecting with your peers, from your major and beyond.


	How will you, as a student, receive your feedback?

For stormboard posts, and group presentation part of the assignments you will receive verbal and written feedback. 

Verbal feedback will be provided to the group from your classmates and myself. 

Written feedback will be provided to all group members from me.  

For the letter itself, there will be a rubric and I will provide written and individualized feedback on Canvas. No one else will have access to that part of the feedback except for you. 




