Diversity Statement
As public administrators we work with all types of communities and community members. The world we live in is diverse and so are our approaches to the delivery of services. In this class, we will have open and honest dialogue about public administration, politics, and people. Each of you brings to this class your own unique points of view, life experiences, truths, biases, beliefs, cultures, and professional knowledge on these topics; all are welcome. Diversity and inclusion are only obtained through understanding and empathy, while we may not agree on everything, at the end of the day, what you think, and feel is valuable to the conversation. People create policies and so we will never be able to eliminate the human aspect of it, we must know each other to serve each other. We cannot call ourselves diverse and demand everyone be like us at the same time. 
I am excited to have you in class this term,
Dr. Ortiz
