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In the past I have taught American Public Discourse (Comm 300) asynchronously as a
fully online course. This semester I included some synchronous Zoom sessions for the
first time. This assignment is designed to guide students in preparing for and engaging
in a synchronous small group discussion in breakout rooms in a synchronous Zoom
session on the topic of storytelling and the narrative paradigm. The activity covers
fundamental concepts in the narrative paradigm. Students are encouraged to think
about and discuss the role of storytelling in their own lives and in advertising.

QLT Rubric. Core Objectives addressed in this new assignment:
CORE) 2.3 The learning activities (including the assignments and ungraded activities) promote
the achievement of the SLOs.

(CORE) 3.1 Instructor provides students with adequate time and notice to acquire course
materials.

(CORE) 4.4 Learning activities facilitate and support active learning that encourages frequent
and ongoing peer-to-peer engagement.

(CORE) 4.7 The course learning activities help students understand fundamental concepts,
and build skills useful outside of the course.

(CORE) 5.8 Instructor provides reminders of due dates and duration of respective modules, as
well as other instructions to keep students on task.

I posted this new assignment on Canvas on Feb. 13, 2021.
I marked it as a “to-do” task dated Feb. 18, 2021 in order to get students thinking about
the discussion before they left for a week of spring break.
The link to the Google Doc with the prompts guiding the Zoom breakout group
discussions will be emailed to students 2 days before the scheduled synchronous Zoom
meeting on March 2. That link will be provided again to the students in the chat box
during the Zoom session. Here is the link to that document that will be the focus of the
breakout discussions.

Below is a screenshot of the module where the assignment is first mentioned followed
by a series of screenshots showing the page in Canvas titled “Storytelling - Getting
ready for our next Zoom session.” Here are the links to the two videos mentioned in the
page below: “Pixar in a Box: Introduction to Storytelling” and “Your unique perspective”
video.

