Rubric for Foreign Language Course: Essay in Spanish. This is a detailed rubric on how to evaluate an essay based on an essay prompt that asks student to examine a case study for Healthcare Spanish in an upper division Spanish course. 
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Essay Rubric

This rubric shows you the criteria based on which your essay will be evaluated. The criteria are based on an intermediate advanced language learner level

(see actfl.org).

Levels of Achievement

Does not meet expectations

2 Points

Simple sentences and memorized
phrases.

2 Points

Mostly memorized language with
some attempts to create.

2 Points

Most accurate with memorized
language including phrases.
Accuracy decreases when creating,
when trying to express own
meaning.

Meets expectations (weak)

3 Points

Simple sentences and some
strings of sentences.

3 Points

Creates with language, able to
express meaning in a basic way.

3 Points

Most accurate when producing

simple sentences in present time.

Accuracy decreases as language
becomes more complex.

Meets expectations (great)

4 Points

Strings of sentences, some
connected sentence-level discourse
(with cohesive devices), some may
be complex (multi-clause)
sentences.

4 Points

Creates with language; ability to
express own meaning expands in

quantity & quality.

4 Points

Most accurate with connected
sentence-level discourse in present
time. Accuracy decreases as
language becomes more complex.

Exceeds expectations

5 Points

Mostly connected sentences and
some paragraph-like discourse.

5 Points

Language expands toward narration
& description that includes
connectedness, cohesiveness, &
different time frames.

5 Points

Most accurate with connected
discourse in present time. Accuracy
decreases when narrating and
describing in time frames other than
present.
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2 Points

Most accurate with memorized
language including phrases.
Accuracy decreases when creating,
when trying to express own
meaning.

2 Points

Understood with occasional
difficulty by those accustomed to
interacting with language learners.

2 Points

Demonstrates mininal some
evidence of ability to make
connections between the
perspectives of a culture and its
practices and products.

3 Points

Most accurate when producing

simple sentences in present time.

Accuracy decreases as language
becomes more complex.

3 Points

Generally understood by those
accustomed to interacting with
language learners.

3 Points

Demonstrates some evidence of
ability to make connections
between the perspectives of a
culture and its practices and
products.

4 Points

Most accurate with connected
sentence-level discourse in present
time. Accuracy decreases as
language becomes more complex.

4 Points

Generally understood by those
accustomed to interacting with
language learners.

4 Points

Demonstrates evidence of ability to
make connections between the
perspectives of a culture and its
practices and products.

5 Points

Most accurate with connected
discourse in present time. Accuracy
decreases when narrating and
describing in time frames other than
present.

5 Points

Although there may be some
confusion about the message,
generally understood by those
unaccustomed to interacting with
language learners.

5 Points

Demonstrates solid evidence of ability
to make connections between the
perspectives of a culture and its
practices and products.
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